Town Board Meeting Minutes

August 10, 2009
Chairman Frank Frassetto called the regular monthly Town Board meeting to order.  
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance, lead by Chairman Frassetto.

Members Present:  Thomas Herzing, Robert Keller and Frank Frassetto
Others Present:  Clerk Ellen Chmielewski, Building Inspector Dave Frank two townspeople.

Motion by Supervisor Keller to approve the Town Board Minutes of July 13, 2009 as published; seconded by Supervisor Herzing.  CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

     It was noted that Treasurer McDermott is out of town and unable to attend the meeting. He did prepare the Treasurer’s Report as of July 31, 2009.  Supervisor Herzing moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report as of July, 2009, second by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED.  The Treasurer will be asked to prepare a balance sheet for the last quarter of the year for the September meeting.

CLERK’S REPORT:

     Last month I attended a demonstration of the Premier OSX voting machine.  At that time, according to the County Clerk and representatives from Premier, they are waiting for certification of this voting machine. Our OS machine was purchased in 1995 and the type of memory cards needed are not being made anymore. I did receive an email today that Premier has received Federal certification and the next step is to apply for state certification.  The new machine is a combination of the Optical Scan and the Touch Screen voting machines we have now, and the cost may be around $6,000. Funding for the new equipment was not discussed at the meeting; this will be checked into.  

     Correspondence:  We received a thank you card from the family of Thomas McDermott with a personal note in it from John. 

     We have had two complaints about the railroad crossing at Fisk. Chairman Frassetto will contact Lou Rusch with the CN Railroad about the status of repairing the crossing. He felt the “bump” signs are too far from the crossing.
     Veolia sent notice that effective 7-1-2009 the State passed fee increases for solid waste collection rates. The Environmental Management and Non-Point Tipping Fee increased 365% starting 7/1/09.  The WI Recycling and Renewable Energy Fund Tipping fee will increase 175% starting 10/1/09.  

     On another note I called Dave Tellock from Veolia today and asked about the new contract from Veolia; we should have the contract by the next Board meeting.  Dave wanted to make it clear that they cannot pick up from residents living on private roads unless a consent waiver is signed by everyone on those roads.  He will provide a sample of one their attorney drew up, which he said John St. Peter has reviewed for other towns. This will have to be in place by Oct. 1st or garbage and recycling will not be picked up on private roads. Supervisor Herzing asked about having a negative option, similar to plowing private roads. Supervisor Keller questioned whether Veolia’s attorney would agree to this. Chair Frassetto did not know if Attorney St. Peter would want us to use the negative option approach.

Supervisor Herzing felt this should be Veolia’s responsibility; all we would need would be one person who wouldn’t go along with the service to cancel it. We would give Veolia the names of residents living on private roads. The Board did not feel that they had heard of this before and questioned why they can go in now without an agreement.   
     Winnebago County Solid Waste Management Board sent word that the majority of communities have requested Winnebago County to hold the surplus commodity revenue for future tipping fee stabilization.  They said this was a prudent choice as commodity values have been low from January thru June.  Also in their memo is the year-to-date Recycling Tonnage Report. With our population, so far Black Wolf comes in first at 118.74 pounds/person. The closest one to us is the town of Clayton at 109.39 #/person; the lowest is Town of Omro at 43.79 #/person. 

     Residents are still coming in to view the carts. As of this date: recycling carts, 75 have asked for the smaller size and 186 want the larger size; garbage carts, 59 want the smaller size and 273 want the 96 gallon size.  Supervisor Herzing moved to approve the Toter proposal for the garbage and recycling carts; second by Supervisor Keller.  As the deadline for changing sizes was July 31st the Board agreed that the order with Toter can be placed. Colors were discussed and the town will use a navy blue granite base with a blue lid for the recycling carts and a navy blue granite base with a black lid for the garbage carts. A fee of $40/cart will be put on the 2009 tax bills.  Chair Frassetto noted the Toter carts have more recyclable materials in them than other vendors; we should be using recycling materials for the carts. The Clerk explained the carts will show Black Wolf on the side, have “Recycling Only” on the recycling cart and there is an identifying serial number record showing which house they were delivered to. CARRIED.

    SBA sent a Lease Purchase Offer for the tower at the old dump site if we want a lump sum payment instead of rental payments.  Supervisor Herzing said now there are two companies that we have heard from. The amount the Board would considerer was discussed; $135,000 - $160.000. Chair Frassetto said he received another offer a few months ago. 
     Lastly, I received a copy of a letter from Winnebago County Highway Commission enclosing a copy of the annual Town Maintenance Agreement.  This was given to the Board for review.  There were some increases noted in the letter and John Haese said the contract reflects a slight increase in the minimum amount of funds that must be expended for maintenance work that they provide to the townships. Supervisor Keller pointed out some word changes that have to be made. The County does snow plowing on state and County roads, but as a backup to the Town. No. 3 would be changed from “all snow removal” to “snow removal as needed” and No. 5 would say “include the costs of snow removal as needed.”  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Town Maintenance Agreement with Winnebago County with language changes; seconded by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED.  Chair Frassetto will follow up with John Haese with the language changes to the Maintenance Agreement. 
 





PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Don Frevert, 1294 County Road I. He talked about a rusting culvert on Nekimi Ave. that needs taking care of. Supervisor Keller talked about the size of the culvert and said we now have a drainage plan. Dean Kaderabek was asked to look at that culvert specifically to see what size culvert is needed. This may be identified in the plan. The road was seal coated 3 years ago. The plan will be looked at and this will be discussed at the budget meeting.  D.Frevert said talked about the flooding issues out there.
As no one else wished to speak, the public participation portion of the meeting was closed.

COUNTY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:  

County Supervisor Pat Brennand was not present.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:

     The County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan draft for 2009-2013 was discussed. A copy had been provided to the Board. Chair Frassetto asked for any comments about this so it can be put in the final.    

     Black Wolf is the host for the Winnebago Towns Association Unit; we have talked about what has been happening in Madison. We are affected by the change in payments everyone will get, a 15% reduction. Money will continue to get tighter; this is an example of why we would look for a larger amount for the tower.  Also the WTA Budget was passed; there was a shortfall from before and they made adjustments; towns are capped at $300. At the next meeting at the Town of Utica on Oct. 8th Eric Fowle is on the agenda; he is involved in doing research on surface run off on large farm operations.     

     This morning there was a walk-thru of the new bridges in town; they look really good and did an excellent job. There is a punch list of work still to be done. They provided another load, free of charge, to Mr. Schiek. 
It was noted the piles of gravel are still on the property. Once the work is completed, Ken will sign off on the whole project. If there are material or workmanship issues after that Radke will address them. The bridge on Black Wolf now looks bad; Howlett may be a culvert, not a bridge.

SUPERVISOR I REPORT:

     The County Zoning Ordinance Rewrite Committee memo was reviewed: the mother-in-law apartment was rejected and for information there is a legal ruling about wind-power generation-there cannot be general legislation against them.

     Planning& Zoning report: There is a zoning change request for Mark & Susan Patchak for property on 274 Lone Elm Road, Tax parcel 004-0497. The Town already approved rezoning the property to R1 and Winnebago County is asking for our comments on their Resolution.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Winnebago County Zoning Change request for Patchak, 274 Lone Elm Road, Tax parcel 004-0497; seconded by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED.

      On the Illicit Discharge and Sec. 9 Performance Standard Ordinances, Chuck Nahn recommended the language for these, which was then reviewed and revised by legal counsel, and was approved by Planning & Zoning.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Illicit Discharge and Sec. 9 Performance Standard Ordinances; seconded by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED.  Planning & Zoning will hold a public hearing on these ordinance changes.   
    
     After discussing this several times, Planning & Zoning recommended that Black Wolf create a Storm Water Utility District. Motion by Supervisor Herzing for the Town of Black Wolf to create a Storm Water Utility District; seconded by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED.  Supervisor Herzing will contact Attorney St. Peter on language changes needed.

    There was another discussion of the wood stove ordinance at the last P&Z meeting. This is an information item on the agenda.

SUPERVISOR II REPORT:


     Special Signage Request.  A request from Barbara Schneider, 111 E. Ripple Road wants a “Caution Children” sign. This has been done in the past and we will take care of this request.


     Road Maintenance.  Shouldering work has been one on Ripple and Fisk and brush work has also been done. Right now we are waiting for the new fire signs to come in. 


     Now that the bridges are done, Bill Demler can schedule the paving at the south end of Koelpin and this should be done after Labor Day.  Supervisor Keller will contact John Haese about the bridge on Black Wolf. Chair Frassetto talked about materials left by the Koelpin Bridge which have to be removed. There are bridge signs that have to be taken down now that the bridges are finished.

     The two proposals for seal coating the parking lot were reviewed. Both the Sanitary District and Town Hall areas will be done together. Supervisor Keller has talked to Chuck Linde about this and they will contact the companies to get the lowest price.  Chair Frassetto asked about taking down the posts where the old garage was; he was told it is not in the proposal but could be looked into.

 
SANITARY DISTRICT REPORT:  


     Chuck Linde talked about meeting with the Sunset Sanitary District.  They are looking to carry over what was done with their district.  

     The Black Wolf Car Wash has changed hands; there was a bankruptcy action. Part of the sale was that they needed to purchase additional hookups. 
 
     Chair Frassetto said Jan from the Water Treatment Plant called and said they are looking at putting up a tower to send data over, above the tree line, in the area of Ripple & Hwy. 45.  C.Linde felt this could save the Sanitary District some money. 
 
CONSTABLE’S REPORT:  
     Chris Martell was not present.

BUILDING INSPECTOR’S REPORT: 

     Dave Frank talked about permits for the house on Lake Road which burned down.  He asked if he should issue another permit and was told yes; it is up to the town to issue another permit.  He will use the same Seal Number, but issue a new permit. . 
APPROVAL OF BILLS:  Supervisor Herzing moved to approve the payment of bills for August 2009, second by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED.   

Chairman Frassetto moved to adjourn until September 14, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. seconded by Supervisor Herzing.  CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Chmielewski, Clerk
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