Town Board Meeting Minutes

April 13, 2009
Chairman Frank Frassetto called the regular monthly Town Board meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance, lead by Chairman Frassetto.
Members Present:  Thomas Herzing, Robert Keller and Frank Frassetto
Others Present:  Clerk Ellen Chmielewski, Constable Chris Martell, Zoning Administrator Tom Verstegen, Building Inspector Dave Frank and six townspeople.

Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Town Board Minutes of March 9, 2009; seconded by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer John McDermott was out of town.  The treasurer’s report was given by E.Chmielewski.  There were no questions about the report.  Motion by Supervisor Keller to approve the Treasurer’s Report; seconded by Supervisor Herzing.  CARRIED.  It was noted that before he left Treasurer McDermott gave the updated figures for the Financial Report to be reviewed at the Annual Meeting tomorrow night.   
CLERK’S REPORT:

1.   Election Updates:  The Spring General Election brought out 597 voters, almost 30% of our registered voters. Congratulations to our elected officials and thanks for your willingness to serve another 2-year term. As Treasurer McDermott is out of town, he was sworn in last week and the rest of the elected officials were sworn in earlier this evening.  

      Both of our voting machines worked well, but there is still talk of replacing the Optical Scan, which is about 15 years old, as municipalities are having problems with worn out memory cards.  We did receive our $100 incentive check from the Government Accountability Board; this was earned by accurately providing voter participation and election data to the GAB.  This money is to be used on specific election activities, maintaining records on how the money is spent.   We did have one incident where a voter, with a common name, was not shown on our poll books although he votes on a regular basis. The only way for him to vote last week was to re-register. In checking with the GAB I found a resident in Racine County, with a similar name, registered there. Our resident was linked to that entry, thus eliminating him from our list, even though the name was not exactly the same, nor was the driver’s license.  Some mistakes are being made, but for the most part the voter registration system seems to be working well. 

      The 4-year voter record maintenance update is almost complete. The GAB sent out postcards to those who have not voted in more than 4 years. 58% were returned as undeliverable, 5% requested continuation and 37% have not been returned.  Some of our voters now are shown as “Inactive-4 Year Maintenance”.  This will clean up our records.

2.   Town Hall Maintenance.  Last month I gave you bids from 3 individuals who asked about yard maintenance for town hall property. It was suggested that we look at what we did 3 years ago and go out for bids.  I gave you a record of what we have paid for this service over the last 3 years and prepared an invitation for bids if that is what we decide to do. Supervisor Keller talked about our employee who mows; he was instructed to mow it so it has a maintained appearance but not excessive, which would cost us money. He felt the employee does a good job. Supervisor Herzing said he likes going out for bids, but he had no problem with the current service. Chairman Frassetto said he compared what we have paid over the last 3 years to the bids we received last month. Supervisor Keller explained how the employee is paid; it is less than $50/cut. He added having an employee do the work means we have control over what is done; with a contractor they would come in every week, whether we need it or not.  After discussion, the Board will not go out for bids on lawn maintenance for the town hall at this time.

3.   Water Testing:  Last year we talked about offering water testing for the town, in the spring after the snow melts.  Badger Labs and the Microbiology Lab at UW-Oshkosh have given us their pricing. Badger Labs, which is the company we used a few years ago when we did arsenic testing, comes in at $20 for its Safe Drinking Water bacteria test or $45 for the Homeowners Package.  UWO has a $43 bacteria, nitrates and arsenic test, or $10 for bacteria or $12 for nitrates. Clean Water Testing send their prices today, and for bacteria, nitrate & arsenic the cost is $45, or $15 each. Individuals can always test on their own, but we would offer information to them about a town-wide test. Information can be posted and put on our website, but the news-letter is already out. With the bacteria test, the samples may have to be picked up within 48 hours of residents dropping them off.  Motion by Supervisor Keller to make Badger Labs test kits available to town residents by providing information on the website, postings and in the next newsletter; seconded by Supervisor Herzing. CARRIED.  

Correspondence: 

     The DNR has notified us that we will be receiving $6,108 and $1,386 respectively for our recycling grant awards.  We also received a letter from Dave Misterek from the DNR stating that we are continuing to provide an excelling recycling program for the residents. It will be interesting to see if our totals increase with the single stream recycling program. As a follow up, I still have not received a quote on purchasing carts from the County.  Supervisor Herzing felt we would not have provide calendars next year by going to the single stream recycling program. 

     The WI Towns Association sent a letter on Prevailing Wage Law Changes in State Budget on Governor Doyle’s proposed biennial state budget, AB 75. They have included a resolution opposing these changes. I had given this to you for review and consideration. Chairman Frassetto asked if this includes work done by County/highway personnel. After discussion, this item will be put on next month’s agenda. 
     I gave you a letter from Winnebago County’s Solid Waste Management Board which said the Governor’s budget would increase the recycling fee surcharge from $4 to $5/ton. Also the budget proposes to increase the environmental repair fee from $1.60/ton to $5/ton. They noted these proposed increases come less than 2 years since the fees were last increased by a total of $2.10/ton in Nov. 2007. The County is on record in opposition to these increases, but if they go through, the solid waste disposal fee will be increased from $4.40/ton to $30.70/ton according to this letter from John Rabe. It was clarified at the $30.70/ton would be the total disposal fee. 
      The Winnebago County Sheriff’s Dept. conducted an underage alcohol compliance check at the businesses in our town that sell or serve alcohol.  We received copies of letters sent to the 3 businesses whose employee sold alcohol to an underage person and received a fine.  Last week the liquor license renewal and cigarette license renewal applications, and operator license applications, were delivered to the businesses that sell or serve alcohol. The applications and fees are to be returned before the May board meeting, when we do our background checks, and then presented at the June board meeting for approval. 

      The City of Oshkosh Planning Commission is recommending an amendment to the City of Oshkosh Comprehensive Plan. They want to amend the City’s 10 Year and 20 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan maps from commercial to residential use for property located on the north side of Island View Drive, in the Town of Oshkosh.  There will be a public hearing on this on April 14th, 6 p.m. at the Oshkosh City Hall.   

     Upcoming dates:  On Thursday, April 23rd at 6:30 p.m. the WI Towns Association’s quarterly meeting will be held in the Town of Poygan.  Black Wolf is now its respective chairman, Frank Frassetto, and I as secretary for the next two years. Richard Stadelman will be the guest speaker. Chairman Frassetto said this hasn’t happened in 28 years or so, and is a huge distinction. He added that he would like to see the host town have the most representation at these meetings. 
     Saturday, April 25th from 9 – 3 is the WTA Urban Towns Committee workshop at the Comfort Suites in Oshkosh.  Topics include legislative update, stormwater management and boundary agreement and dispute resolution. Registration forms are available.
     Rick Stadelman has sent information on a conservation subdivision design workshop and conservation subdivision tour on May 7th and May 8th respectively.  I have information on this if you are interested. It will be held at the George Williams College of Aurora University.
     The unwanted human and pet prescriptions and medications for Winnebago County will be collected in Oshkosh on Thursday, April 30th from 8 – noon at the Oshkosh Senior Center.  There are flyers available on this in the office.

     In the bills to be paid, there is an additional bill from Monroe Truck for work done on the truck plow that was damaged in the amount of $539.74.  This will be added to the claim to be  submitted to our insurance company. 

     Lastly, I picked up a complimentary booklet “Discover Winnebago County” 2009 Events and Destinations from a local business. There is a nice directory with Cities and Towns information, but in looking through it, the Town of Black Wolf is not in there, not even in the directory.  I contacted the Buyers Guide about this, and was asked if Black Wolf was in in Winnebago County?  Hopefully we should be contacted for next year’s publication.  





PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

      Dave Brodzinski, 158 E. Ripple Ave. He received a copy of Mr. Murphy’s letter to Frank Frassetto. The gist of the letter held no surprises for him; it was what he expected. He did review the publication from the DNR website. One section in the 2009 Guide for Property Owners helps to explain what one of his main issues is. On Pg. 7, the headline is “What Can I Do Before I Seek a Formal Review of My Assessment”.  It says assessors maintain a record of your property which includes a physical description and information on how your assessment was developed. He has no problem with the physical description, but he is trying to get information on how the assessment on his property was developed and can’t get the questions answered.  The assessor has not shared his process or procedure he uses to develop the assessment.  He asked the Town Board to advise the assessor to have his procedures available to residents at the Open Book. Chairman Frassetto talked about the Open Book process.

     Steve Procknow, 6216 Black Wolf Pt.  He said Scott Mateyka, who has done the lawn maintenance for the last 3 years, does not have insurance. If he lost a finger, he would sue the town. Chairman Frassetto said as he is an employee of the town, he would be covered under worker’s compensation. Supervisor Keller felt he does have his own insurance for his lawn care service.  
     As no one wished to speak, the public participation portion of the meeting was closed.

COUNTY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:  


County Supervisor Pat Brennand was not present.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

The first item is the reappointment of Tony Putzer and Chuck Linde to the Black Wolf Sanitary District Board, a 2-year and 3-year term respectively. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to reappointment Tony Putzer and Chuck Linde to the Black Wolf Sanitary District Board to their respective terms; seconded by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED. Chairman Frassetto noted that the monthly updates provided by the Sanitary District are very helpful to the Board and has started a level of dialog between all of us.  He thanked them both for their hard work.


We had a meeting on Tuesday night regarding the surface water drainage plan. We talked about having Planning & Zoning delve into some of the issues that are going on. A.Stenerson did send some issues back to the Board on how it wants to go. T.Verstegen has spoken to Jan DeKeyser from the Town of Neenah about the utility district they formed. Attorney St. Peter had sent over an email about this. Paul Rosenfeldt, his associate, mentioned establishing a town-wide utility district, saying it was a long and argues process. J.DeKeyser does not feel that this is so. Attorney St. Peter will be working with us along with the Town of Friendship in re-writing some ordinances that would put some teeth into the service water plan. It still does not address the issue of how we are going to provide funding mechanisms for properties beyond the town right of ways; private properties need to be resolved. He added neither does the Town of Neenah. We will have future conversations on this. Supervisor Herzing said a big problem is with the railroad for its failure to clean out its culverts and bridges. Planning & Zoning will be working on waste in ditches. We will look at a storm water district, and look at the railroad. Chairman Frassetto said Duane Deboard is a neighbor, working as the train master in the north division. He said so far Terry Lee is still the contact for the railroad working in Stevens Point.  We can submit the Plan to him and talk about what we are trying to do and what we would like done so we can meet in the middle.  Duane had mentioned that they had a major failure last spring, with rains on the mainlines, so they should understand what we are trying to do. Supervisor Herzing suggested taking minutes from the past meeting, which outline issues we are having. 

     As to the quiet zone, information is on the web. You can follow up on exactly what is going on by checking www.regulations.gov and then type in FRA 2009-0019, that will take you to any postings occurring on our petition. There is an area in there for people to make comments. Right now we are in the comment period. 

     We had ratification of the boundary agreement at our public hearing on Sept. 16th.   Attorney St. Peter was going to draft a resolution that we needed to have.  Supervisor Herzing noted the boundary agreement was approved, but this relates to the intergovernmental agreement between the City of Oshkosh and the Town of Black Wolf.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Oshkosh and the Town of Black Wolf; seconded by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED.
      Information was received from Attorney St. Peter regarding the siren on Koelpin Road. The siren was a recommendation from Winnebago County.  Attorney St. Peter had suggested that the town draft an ordinance between the Town and the County so everybody is protected as to what our responsibilities are.  Copies will be made available. Right now this is in John Bodnar’s hands for review. The County was going to look at the bridge as the point on the map is not where the bridge will be.  Progress on this will be reported either by email or at the next meeting.

SUPERVISOR I REPORT:


Supervisor Herzing said at the last Planning & Zoning meeting they concentrated on the storm water issue, as is reflected in the minutes from that meeting.

     Winnebago County is working on zoning changes, and you have received a copy of my memo regarding some of the items they are looking at.  They are going through the zoning page by page. Information from additional meetings will be given.   We can decide if we want to adopt any of these changes. 
     Charter Communications is going through Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Proceedings. We are receiving documents from the State of New Jersey. This will not affect service as far as we know at this time; we don’t know what reorganization will entail.
SUPERVISOR II REPORT:


      Road and Bridge Updates:  Supervisor Keller is planning on meeting with Bill Demler from the Winnebago County Highway Dept. on April 30th to review the roads and work out a plan of action for town roads this year. We will look at the money spent for plowing. Once this is done he will meet with the maintenance workers, and we will be talking about replacing fire signs. Supervisor Herzing suggested putting this on the agenda for the annual meeting. Supervisor Keller said they will put a plan together and work on changing fire signs in phases. We will be looking at costs for this project; residents could be changed, the amount could be put on the tax levy. Some municipalities have hired contractors to do the work. 


     Supervisor Keller talked about debris on the roads, which issue came up at the Planning & Zoning Meeting. He advised that there is a State Statute in place; the Sheriff will issue a citation, a $186 fine.  If people know of this, they might not put debris on the road. Our guys or the County can clean up the roads, but how do we charge back the costs. Supervisor Herzing asked if the statute defines debris and was told no.  He suggested asking the sheriff what is considered debris. 


     On the Bridge update, the construction manager, Toki, has offices in Milwaukee and Green Bay; we will work with Mark Jensen of Green Bay. Radke is the contractor. Work will begin on either May 18th or May 25th for Koelpin.  Lone Elm is scheduled to begin in late June. Donohue & Associates did the engineering. There will be a pre-construction meeting.  The project could last 3 months.   

SANITARY DISTRICT REPORT:  



Chuck Linde gave an update on the City of Oshkosh Agreement, the 10-year extension to the number of new sewer hookups allowed. The agreement is for 8 hookups/yr through 2019 and will end at the same time the general treatment agreement with the City of Oshkosh ends.  Both of these agreements will be addressed in 10 years. We had 25 permits banked at the beginning of the year. 
CONSTABLE’S REPORT:

Chris Martell had nothing to report.

BUILDING INSPECTOR’S REPORT: 

Dave Frank said we need to update and adopt a new UD Code. He made a number of changes to our present resolution as things have changed. Copies of the old resolution, the model ordinance and a revised document were given to the Board for review. As far as permit fees, this can be referred to our ordinance.  This will be taken up at the next meeting. Supervisor Herzing suggested having Planning & Zoning take a look at the new Uniform Dwelling Code model at their next meeting.  D.Frank noted there are 3 new houses being constructed in the town. There were no questions regarding the Building Inspector’s report for March, 2009.
APPROVAL OF BILLS:  
Supervisor Herzing moved to approve the payment of bills for April 2009, including the additional $539.74 bill for Monroe Truck; second by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.   

Chairman Frassetto moved to adjourn until May 11, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. seconded by Supervisor Herzing.  CARRIED.
Chairman Frassetto congratulated the newly elected officials. 
Respectfully submitted

Ellen Chmielewski, Clerk
Note to Board: The tape was barely audible.
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