Town Board Meeting Minutes

March 8, 2010

Chairman Frank Frassetto called the regular monthly Town Board meeting to order.  
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance lead by Chairman Frassetto.    
Members Present:  Thomas Herzing, Frank Frassetto and Robert Keller, via telephone. Others Present:  Clerk Ellen Chmielewski, Zoning Administrator Tom Verstegen and one townsperson.

Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Town Board Minutes of February 8, 2010; seconded by Chairman Frassetto.  CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer McDermott was not present. The Treasurer’s Report as of February 28, 2010 was handed out for review. The list on the side is uncashed refund checks. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Treasurer’s Report; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.  
CLERK’S REPORT:
1.  Election:  184 voters at the February 16th Primary, 10% of registered voters.  We are now getting ready for the April 6th Spring Election. Newsletter:  The spring newsletter should go out in the beginning of April.   All articles should be sent before the end of March, as early as possible. Annual Meeting:  Scheduled for April 13th at 7:00 p.m., 2nd Tuesday of the month by statute.  Any suggestions for items to be discussed should be in the week before so an agenda can be prepared.  We will need the updated information for the Financial Report from Treasurer McDermott as soon as possible. 

2.  Optical Scan Voting Machine:  An order has been placed to purchase the 2002 Optical Scan machine.  It is expected to be here before the April 6th Spring Election.

3.  Historical Committee Update:  Sunday afternoon on September 26th is the date for the Open House.  Mona Schultz and I went to the Museum and picked up the CD of pictures the committee selected.  We have asked the Van Dyne Fire Dept. to be here with its equipment.  Any suggestions for what you would like to see that day would be helpful. Information is still being collected.

     Correspondence:  Winnebago County Solid Waste Management Board sent notice of its Annual Informational meeting on Thursday, March 11th 9:00 am.  I will be attending the meeting.

     Winnebago Pool Lakes Conference is set for Saturday March 13th 9:00 a.m.  The council, in partnership with the DNR, will hold the conference which is designed to offer citizens a chance to be involved in management planning of the Winnebago Lakes for the next 20 years.  

     This year’s Medication Take-Back is scheduled for Thursday, April 15th from 8-12 noon at the Oshkosh Senior Center. Medications should not be flushed down the toilet or thrown in the garbage.  Human and pet medications are included in this program, which has been very successful.

     The US Census 2010 is asking to use the Board room for training sessions from April 27th to 30th, approximately 15 people from 8:30 – 5:00 p.m. A verbal ok was given for the group; the dates did not conflict with any other meeting.

     Glen Pollack with Richards Insurance was preparing a quote for the Sanitary District and asked to review our insurance and premiums. After doing this, he let us know that our rate is very comparable to what they could offer; and they will not quote us at this time. We have been with Rural Insurance for about 5 years.
     Charter Cable sent us a quote on bundling the high speed internet and phone/fax lines, $125/month. This would change our e-mail account address to charter.net with a new name. Currently we pay ATT approx. $175/month, Charter for high speed internet and basic TV $48/month and Northnet approx. $27/month or $250 total.  The town owns the domain name, townofblackwolf.com and for an additional $10 fee we could be the host for the site. Supervisor Herzing felt we should make the change. Chair Frassetto said we are checking with NTD as they are now offering high speed in the town.  NTD would not be able to offer telephone service. There is a 24 month sign up with Charter.
     Northeast Regional Programming Unit sent information for large highway safety improvement programs, running from 2011-2014. This may provide funding for a large program. Supervisor Keller will be given a copy of this to review.   




   

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
     Ed Jelinski, 2780 County Road JJ, Town of Clayton. He is here to introduce himself and is running for Circuit Court Branch 5.  Judge Carver is retiring and there are two candidates to replace him: John Jorgensen and myself. He gave his background, personal and professional, and left brochures. 
     John Tolejano, 1610 Weyerhorst Creek, formerly from Pau-ko-Tuk. He wants information on the 2 letters the town issued concerning conducting a commercial business out of a residential property where he lives. He has been working with Tom Verstegen. He understands that the Martini’s have responded to the letters with a plan, and still insist on running their commercial business out of their home. He asked what the town’s plans are in addressing the issue and in what time frame. He would like a public discussion on the matter. Chair Frassetto explained that this matter has not come before the Board but is aware that T.Verstegen is working on it; it is still being discussed. J.Tolejano felt the problem will just get worse with elevated traffic on the cul-de-sac and young children who use the street to play. Deliveries are being made, what about liabilities and what are our recourses if something happens. When the Board brings this up he wants documentation and make sure the Board has the facts to make a decision, and at the same time he can arrange for his own legal documentation. Supervisor Herzing felt since this is an ordinance issue, it should be brought up by Planning & Zoning; they have not had a discussion in it. Chair Frassetto said he understood what is being said; this will be a Board decision ultimately, but it needs to follow a process. J.Tolejano talked about a time line and the dates the letters were sent out.   He felt basically we are in the same position as in December as the Martini’s are not going to cease what they are doing.  Chair Frassetto said this is getting into an area which should be open to the public. He will not speak to a timeline as it is not even on the agenda;  J.Tolejano said he understood. Chair Frassetto added that since he is working with T.Verstegen, Tom is very good in making sure we have all the facts; the matter is not a clear cut issue at this time. J.Tolejano talked about living in the community and understands working together is important. He is concerned for the residents at Weyerhorst Creek with additional traffic, the summer months with the children, and wants to address this issue. Because of problems with the website last week, the agenda could not be listed; it was posted at the posting places. Chair Frassetto assured J.Tolejano that the concerns of the neighborhood are being conveyed.  J.Tolejano felt T.Verstegen is doing a good job. 
     As no one else wished to speak, that portion of the meeting was closed.

COUNTY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:  County Supervisor Pat Brennand was not present.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:
     Chair Frassetto discussed the response from the railroad administration, which is good news as they will use the 2 roads which were closed off. Tom Boyke with Riechert Mielke will let us know how we need to proceed with the quiet zone. 

     Chair Frassetto is working with Tom Rusch in Fond du Lac regarding the Fisk railroad crossing. He was apologetic about not getting the work done and said this spring they will redo the whole area. The road will be closed for 3-4 days. We will get advance notice of the closing and will contact John Haese.  A minor detour will be needed.

     On the Working Lands Initiative, Catherine Neiswender was the narrator with a person from the Dept. of Agriculture and slides were shown. Rick Stadelman was present on behalf of the Towns Association, along with many town officials. Chair Frassetto discussed the plan, but it is still in the state of flux. They discussed expanding and modernizing farmland preservation, establishing ag enterprise areas, and the purchase of ag easements.  Jerry Bougie spoke as did Rick Stadelman. When asked about Black Wolf’s involvement, it was agreed we will be an interested listener.    

SUPERVISOR I REPORT:  
     The Plan Commission met on Feb. 22nd. They will look at the density issue, and the next meeting is scheduled for March 22nd. They are aware of needing something for the Storm Water Utility District. The plan is for monthly meetings on the 4th Monday of the month.  We want to get the existing ordinances squared off against the Long Range Plan; this will take some time.     

SUPERVISOR II REPORT:  

     Supervisor Keller gave an update of the salter for the utility truck. There is an issue of visibility with the ones they looked at when backing up.  Another option is for a salter which goes on the back of the tailgate, about half the price of the other ones. Ken has asked for a list of owners who use that type of salter so they can see how they look, work and if they are happy with them. 
  
     We had 4 drivers snowplowing this past season and there were very few complaints. The Board agreed they did a very good job.  There are about ½ dozen raised manholes which are creating a hazard.  Ken was asked to create a list of where these problem areas are.  Chair Frassetto suggested in the fall before the snow, when looking at the roads, maybe something can be placed in the right of way indicating there is a hazard. 

 
     With the Cherokee Island area, there was a question whether they needed a road access permit to build a road. It was agreed no permit is needed; the check will be refunded. The construction plan has been approved. T.Verstegen will look at the area. 

SANITARY DISTRICT REPORT:  No one was present. 
CONSTABLE’S REPORT:   Chris Martell was not present.

  
BUILDING INSPECTOR’S REPORT:  Dave Frank was not present.  There were no questions about his report.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:  Supervisor Herzing moved to approve the payment of bills for March, 2010, second by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.
ADJOURNMENT: Chairman Frassetto moved to adjourn until April 12, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. seconded by Supervisor Herzing.   CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Chmielewski, Clerk
Additional notes: Supervisor Keller said he should be able to attend the meetings as his job position has changed. Chair Frassetto said Assembly Bill 260 passed.  April 1st is the next WTA meeting.
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