Town Board Meeting Minutes

February 8, 2010
Chairman Frassetto called the regular monthly Town Board meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Members Present:  Robert Keller, Frank Frassetto and Thomas Herzing via telephone.
Others Present:  Treasurer John McDermott, Zoning Administrator Tom Verstegen, Clerk Ellen Chmielewski, and one town resident.
Motion by Supervisor Keller to approve the Town Board Minutes of January 11, 2010, seconded by Supervisor Herzing.  CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer McDermott presented the Treasurer’s Report as of January 31, 2010. The fund accounts and cash flow report were reviewed.  The WestPoint CD is generating 2.2% interest. The outstanding check from the Town will be deposited tomorrow; this does not affect our cash holdings. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Treasurer’s Report; second Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.  
CLERK’S REPORT:

    1. Mutual Aid Box Alarm System Agreement. This was carried over from last month when Chief Seffern explained how the system between fire departments should work. When asked, Supervisor Herzing did not have any issues with this; Chief Seffern explained this was an extension of what they already have-agreements between fire departments, and there might not be any costs. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System Agreement with the Van Dyne Fire Department; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.   

   2. Plan Commission Committee.  Jim Chitwood has scheduled the first Plan Commission meeting for Monday, February 22nd.  Right now he is scheduling these meetings for the 4th Monday of the month, from 6:30-8 pm, or as needed. Supervisor Herzing and Chair Frassetto plan on attending.   
   3. Election Update.  The Spring Primary election is Tuesday, February 16th.  A light turnout is expected. There will not be a new voting machine available to purchase this year because of corporate buyouts, equipment not being certified by the state and other problems.  At an election meeting held last month, we were told that a 2002 model of our Optical Scan is available for purchase at a cost of $1500, plus $100 delivery charge.  Our current Optical Scan was purchased in 1995 and no parts or additional memory cards are available.  We do have a second memory card for our machine at the Courthouse as the County Clerk needs one to load up the next election.   Several clerks indicated they would buy an additional Optical Scan machine as many have had problems with their current machines.  We have had some problems with the reader on our machine.  Tomorrow is the public test so hopefully all will go well.  Is this something we may want to consider? There are approximately 200 machines available. No one knows now how long it will take to get a new machine certified. We would not be required to purchase a new machine when one is available. There are 4 elections this year. After discussion the clerk will see if we can be put on a list, without making a commitment at this time. There is a line item for election equipment.  There may not be any reimbursement for a new machine.  
    Correspondence:  Steve O’Krueg is again asking to use the town hall for his trapper education class on May 22nd and 23rd, from 8 to 4 p.m.   He will be contacted giving Board approval.    

   Winnebago County Solid Waste Mgmt. Board sent notice that the electronics recycling rate decreased on January 1st from $5/unit to $2/unit.  In 2009 they collected over 200,000 pounds of electronics which was more than double the amount collected in 2008. They are now evaluating how changing to single stream recycling has impacted communities.  The counties that switched saw their numbers increase, anywhere from single digits to 55%.   

   I had had two individuals question what is being done about drainage at Greystone.  One person has lived there for a couple of years and the other just bought a lot.  Chair Frassetto said one reason we are looking at the sub-committee is to help address some of the issues of creating the stormwater utility district. This will be one of the agenda items they need to talk about, funding and identifying these areas. We have issues that the railroad viaduct is creating.  The bump on Fisk Ave. by the railroad tracks still needs to be fixed. Chair Frassetto said he hopes the town could clean out the clogs and then bill the railroad. When Supervisor Keller asked about getting paid from the railroad, Chair Frassetto said if we can get an agreement to go ahead and clean out these areas without wrecking their property, then we could get this done and be reimbursed. 
   Representative Dick Spanbauer sent a letter stating the DOR is scrapping the legislation to consolidate property value assessment at the county level.  In his letter he said the plan and decision to drop the county-level model grew out of feedback from town hall meetings across the state.  

   There will be a Working Lands Program Workshop on Monday March 1st.  The Land Owner workshop is from 1-3 p.m. and the Local Official workshop is from 7-9 p.m. at the Coughlin Center.
   Lastly SBA again sent a letter regarding purchasing our cell tower, and you have a copy.  Chair Frassetto spoke of a conversation with an individual from a telephone company.  There was discussion of putting up another tower in the town. When he mentioned other people are trying to buy our tower, the individual did not feel we should sell the tower; they are valuable and are not going away anytime soon. Supervisor Herzing said he has stalled both of the bidders we have, Unison & SBA. He does not feel the towers would be here in 20 years. Unison indicated they would find others to put antennas on; that is the reason their bid was low. We can put more than one antenna on a tower. Chair Frassetto said in our ordinance we can put4 on a tower. Supervisor Keller asked why we would consider selling the tower and was told we had talked about using the money to fund part of the stormwater district, using it for low interest loans for solving problems. We are making about $13,000/year from the tower now; the best bid we have is $138,000, a perpetual lease rather than an outright sale.  With a lease they have to pay property tax on it; if the tower is no longer used they have to tear it down. Supervisor Herzing was asked to look into this in the event we need money for the stormwater district. Chair Frassetto said the Plan Commission needs to weigh in on this decision soon if we are going to put together a funding mechanism.  We have the information now and we are waiting for the other pieces to fall into place. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
As no one wished to speak, the public participation portion of the meeting was closed.         
COUNTY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:  County Supervisor Pat Brennand was not present.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:
   Chair Frassetto updated the Board on the railroad quiet zone plan.  An email was received from Tammy at the railroad administration who indicated they are moving forward on this.  Her write-up was forwarded to the individuals who will be voting on this in DC. We have not seen a copy of what was forwarded. 
    WI Public Service sent a request that they be made aware of any public works projects we have going on so they can schedule it on their calendar.

   Regarding the Farmland Preservation and Working Lands, we received a letter from Martenson & Eisele who offered help in redoing our ordinances. Right now the county has not decided on what they are going to do. The county may be looking at a cooperative arrangement with the towns.  Chair Frassetto said with working lands, communities can create areas that identify agriculture and set them aside. You could create Ag enterprise areas and limit development in certain areas. New ordinances could be created under the Working Lands program.  Areas in the town were described where tracks of land could be preserved.  The county could possibly overlay our boundary agreement.    


SUPERVISOR I REPORT:  
   The Mateyka/Streblow CSM for Tax Parcels 004-0398 and 004-0400 on Howlett Road was approved by Planning & Zoning; the CSM has been modified to their satisfaction.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Mateyka/Streblow CSM for Tax Parcels 004-0398 and 004-0400 on Howlett Road; second Supervisor Keller. Chair Frassetto asked about the modifications and was told it had to do with the boundary drawn for the second parcel, 004-0400 at the south end.  The dotted line was a solid line on the previous one. Now we have a flag lot attached to the original lot; 2 parcels are being established as separate lots. T.Verstegen explained where the houses are located; they do not change this CSM.  This adds the north parcel to the southern piece and then divides the south piece in half.  It is divided this way because there is a marsh area back there. There is a house on the flag lot and a house in the back, two different lots and owners; that is not affected by the CSM   CARRIED
   Other issues were discussed at the Planning & Zoning meeting, including wood stoves. The owner has moved a wood stove inside so it is a non-issue.   
SUPERVISOR II REPORT:  

   Review of F550 salter quotes. A new quote from Monroe was received today and we have a quote from Casper for a salter for the F550 truck. We are looking at 3 different size salters because the driver has indicated there are visibility problems when backing up. The quote prices are close: Casper $6774 and Monroe is $6941. An option on Monroe’s quote is for hydraulics, this would be nice but the drivers do not feel this is needed. Lights may be added as well as a self-loading link kit which would allow the salter to be loaded or unloaded off the back of the truck; we will probably want this. There isn’t much difference in costs between the sizes; we want one that will work for the drivers. We will meet with Casper and Monroe again and there should be a final quote and recommendation by the next meeting. It was suggested other communities be contacted to see what they use and how they work.  The Clerk will ask through the Clerk’s network.   
CONSTABLE’S REPORT: Chris Martell was not present.

SANITARY DISTRICT REPORT:  No one from the Sanitary Distract was present. .  
BUILDING INSPECTOR’S REPORT:  Dave Frank was not present.  

APPROVAL OF BILLS:  Supervisor Herzing moved to approve the payment of bills for February, 2010; second by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.   

Chairman Frassetto moved to adjourn until March 8, 2010, 7:00 p.m.   CARRIED.
Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Chmielewski, Clerk
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