Town Board Meeting Minutes

November 9, 2009
Chairman Frank Frassetto called the regular monthly Town Board meeting to order.  
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance, lead by Chairman Frassetto.

Members Present:  Supervisor Thomas Herzing and Chairman Frank Frassetto. Others Present:  Treasurer John McDermott, Clerk Ellen Chmielewski and four townspeople.

Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Town Board Minutes of October 12, 2009; seconded by Chairman Frassetto.  It was noted Supervisor Keller was not present, but there was a quorum.  CARRIED.

Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Budget Workshop Minutes of October 17th and 31st; seconded by Chairman Frassetto.  CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:


Treasurer McDermott reviewed the Treasurer’s Report as of October 31, 2009. The fund accounts and cash flow reports were read; there is a balance of $312,123.  The Money Market account at First National Bank is closed and funds were transferred to a WestPoint CD at 2.2% interest; $316 was one month’s interest. Supervisor Herzing asked about the CD timeline and was told 2 years but it can be closed at any time and moved back if needed. There were a large number of expenses in October with the bridge replacement, fire department and carts. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Treasurer’s Report; seconded by Chairman Frassetto.  CARRIED.  

Treasurer McDermott talked about transferring of funds, moving $20,000 from EMT funds to the General Fund to bring the General Fund to a zero balance.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve moving $20,000 from the EMT Fund to the General Fund; seconded by Chairman Frassetto.  CARRIED.
CLERK’S REPORT:


Joint Powers Agreement, Winnebago County 911 Emergency System. This annual agreement is between Winnebago County and the Town of Black Wolf; the effective dates are from December 1, 2009 though November 30, 2010.  If approved, Sheriff Brooks would like this returned before November 30, 2009. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Joint Powers Agreement, Winnebago County 911 Emergency System; seconded by Chairman Frassetto.  CARRIED

KB Cove d/b/a Captain Slam’s. I want to bring to the Board’s attention that I recently stopped in at Captain Slam’s on a Sunday evening and met a bartender who was working alone. The bartender told me that she has been working there for 2 months. The problem is that she does not have a bartender’s license and this is not the first time someone was working there without a license from the Town. I spoke to the owner the next day about this and after a few days the license was applied for, the background check done, and she was given her license.  I did let the owner know that this would be mentioned at tonight’s meeting. Supervisor Herzing suggested sending a letter stating this is a matter of concern and if it happens again we will look at their license. Chairman Frassetto added that this is also the place where they were cited for serving an underage person recently. This will be taken into consideration when they apply for a license.


Doug Seffern, Chief of the Van Dyne Fire Dept. dropped off information and an agreement on the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System.  This will be put on the agenda for next month.


In today’s mail I received the Assessor Contract for 2010 from Bowmar Appraisal. As was discussed during the budget workshop, the assessor’s fee is the same as for 2009 and because of the housing market, no revaluation will be done next year; according to the Assessor, we are at 100%.


Also in today’s mail a check was received from Winnebago County for their portion of the Koelpin Road and County Line Bridge replacement. The invoices will be checked into to see how much the town and County have paid on these projects.


A check came in today from Rural Insurance for the claim made on the snowplow truck from last winter.  All but the $250 deductible was received.  


As an update, calls on the carts have stopped and those who requested a different size cart have been accommodated for the most part.  A few individuals are still on a list for a larger size garbage cart; if any become available they will be exchanged. We have about 3 dozen extra carts; 2 dozen were returned from properties with fire signs but no houses, and 1 dozen were initially ordered for spares. 

I spent a lot of time last week putting special assessments on the tax bills; we are still going through each household to make sure the garbage assessment and carts are charged. Four properties have been found that were not assessed for garbage fees last year. The Sanitary District wants to wait until November 15th before giving me their delinquent fee and other assessment fees in hopes people pay up before they receive their tax bills. Chairman Frassetto felt the cart process went smoothly and there were few problems during the transition; he thanked the clerk for her work on this. The clerk agreed that the new system was working well and the problems were few, with few complaints.  




PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


 Don Nason, Decorah Beach. He asked about cottages who are getting charged for pickup where nothing has been picked up for years, and now they are getting carts which they don’t need and have to pay $80 for; there is no place to put them. He felt the town should take these back and use them for new homes.  Chair Frassetto explained they went out to all households. He suggested D. Nason talk to the clerk following the meeting.  

As no one else wished to speak, the public participation portion of the meeting was closed.
COUNTY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:  
County Supervisor Pat Brennand was not present.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:


Chairman Frassetto talked about the railroad crossing at Fisk, where the pavement is uneven and creating problems. Lou Roush with CN has been in contact with the firm they use to go down and scrape humps from crossings. He expects in the next few weeks this will be taken care of; they did not feel new pavement is needed at this time. 


As to the Veolia reimbursement issue, this item was highlighted when the carts were being distributed. Dave Tellock from Veolia is asking for reimbursement, going back a number of years, for pickups at homes they never charged us for. On the most recent bill they charged for 84 homes; they are only going back for this year, not years in the past. The clerk felt the number should be about 74 homes. Supervisor Herzing felt this amount should be spread over a period of time. Chair Frassetto will talk to Dave Tellock and bring back a recommendation at the next meeting.


The storm water utility district ordinance will be part of Supervisor Herzing’s agenda.


Under correspondence, Unisom sent a request for placing an antenna on our tower. Supervisor Herzing will contact Unisom about this.

An email was received from Tom Boyke, our representative from Riechert-Mielke, who is helping to establish a quiet zone. We had to go back with a waiver for both CN and the town. Now the Railroad administration is in review of that request. T.Boyke is asking when we initiated the quiet zone; we gave a request to Omnni but we need to go back to the ’01 Board minutes and Special and Annual meeting minutes to see when the town was given the authority to move forward. Hopefully this will be enough for the railroad administration to determine the risk calculations for all the work that has been done will meet the threshold to allow us to establish a quiet zone.  

SUPERVISOR I REPORT:


Supervisor Herzing talked about proposed language that was received from Attorney St. Peter about a storm water utility district. There are a number of questions that have been raised. He suggested that the draft of this language be sent to Planning & Zoning for review and recommendation and, after recommendation, for public hearing.


As far as the Long Range Planning sub-committee for the Planning & Zoning Committee, a resolution was drafted suggesting that we form a standing sub-committee to Planning & Zoning to deal with issues raised by the attorney.  Chair Frassetto will try to be at the next Planning & Zoning meeting. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the creation of a Long Range Planning Sub-committee under the Planning & Zoning Committee; seconded by Chairman Frassetto. Chair Frassetto felt this is a good idea; he talked about terms for those members. Supervisor Herzing said Planning & Zoning has staggered terms now, so there will be rotation. CARRIED.   Supervisor Herzing was given permission to contact individuals for this sub-committee.

Planning & Zoning Report:  There is another zoning change on the Nitz property; this was reviewed last time and this is for an additional 3 lots to be rezoned from A2 to R1. This was passed unanimously by Planning & Zoning; there is access to the lots per the CSM.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Nitz zoning change from A2 t R1 and CSM for property on County Road Z; seconded by Chairman Frassetto.  CARRIED. 

The proposed comprehensive plan public hearing is now a moot issue because we are going to have a subcommittee dealing with the comprehensive plan. One of the questions involves density. Any issues Zoning Administrator Verstegen has about zoning can be brought to the sub-committee.

SUPERVISOR II REPORT:  (read by Clerk)
TRIP Funding for Greystone Court. We are one of two projects approved to submit application for State shared funding 2010-2011 biennium. The amount to be approved is $31,634.66 for resurfacing of Greystone Court. I will begin the application process. The Board may want to consider a special assessment to the lot owners on the court. Supervisor Herzing said this issue was raised at the last meeting and will have to be looked into. Chair Frassetto felt we have some time before this has to be addressed.
Salter for F550 Truck. We have received two quotes for a Salter for the F550. They are from Casper Trucking and Monroe Equipment. I request a motion to proceed to negotiate with the bidders and purchase the equipment, not to exceed $7000.00 and to receive the equipment such that the payment is due in 2010. This item is in the 2010 budget. Supervisor Herzing said this was talked about during the budget meetings but the amount was not allocated. Chair Frassetto felt this will come out of the highway budget and given what happened last year, with the weather, this is something we need to consider.  After discussion, Supervisor Keller can negotiate with the bidders and report back. 
Driver schedule for November. Two drivers, Steve Procknow and Steve Groth, are available for plowing during deer hunting season. Four drivers are available for the balance of the November time period.

SANITARY DISTRICT REPORT:  



Scott Mateyka said everything is running “peachy”; everything is running well. Nothing has been heard recently from the City. 

CONSTABLE’S REPORT:
 Chris Martell was not present.  
BUILDING INSPECTOR’S REPORT: 

Dave Frank was not present. There were no questions about his report.  
APPROVAL OF BILLS:  Supervisor Herzing moved to approve the payment of bills for November, 2009, second by Chairman Frassetto. CARRIED.   

Chairman Frassetto moved to adjourn until December 14, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. seconded by Supervisor Herzing.  CARRIED.  
Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Chmielewski, Clerk
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