Town Board Meeting Minutes

October 12, 2009
Chairman Frank Frassetto called the regular monthly Town Board meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance, lead by Chairman Frassetto.

Members Present:  Thomas Herzing, Robert Keller and Frank Frassetto.
Others Present:  Treasurer John McDermott, Clerk Ellen Chmielewski, Zoning Administrator Tom Verstegen and two townspeople.

Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Town Board Minutes of September 14, 2009 as published; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:


Treasurer McDermott reviewed the Treasurer’s Report as of September 30, 2009. The fund accounts and cash flow report were read. The WestPoint CD account is shown on the report for the first time, approximately $360 in interest; this will appear on subsequent reports. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Treasurer’s Report; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.  Treasurer McDermott noted the budget workshop dates are Oct. 17th and 31st, 2009, 8:00 a.m., with the Budget Hearing on November 9th.  Chair Frassetto advised that he would not be able to attend the October 31st budget workshop, but requested copies of the revised budget from said meeting.
CLERK’S REPORT:


Recycling & Cart Update:  The last of the carts were delivered last week, in time for the Wednesday collection.  Very few mistakes were made with the deliveries; they have been corrected.  We do have about 3 dozen extra 64 gallon carts of each type; as they were ordered for parcels that have fire sign numbers.  Some vacant lots have fire signs and were given carts, but these have been returned to us.  Originally we ordered one dozen extra 64 gallon carts of each type.  I spoke with Chris Martell today and asked if the scouts would move extra carts to the basement to make room for the big truck when it comes back from One Stop. C.Martell said the scouts would do this on Thursday evening.   


There have been a few complaints from residents who don’t want carts for various reasons. These people have been contacted and told of the town’s policy.  A list has been started of residents who want to change the size of the cart they received.  I will see if more requests come in, but for the most part we can make the switch they want.  I gave you a copy of a letter from a resident who wants a larger cart, even though that is not what he ordered, and now doesn’t understand why he has been put on a list.   Chair Frassetto asked if there was a correlation between the number of homes on the list compared to the number of missed homes Veolia picks up from, and was told there is not. The clerk explained we are working off the tax roll list, a new GIS list and our mailing list; carts were ordered for properties with fire signs. We had been told fire signs are assigned when building permits for new homes are taken out, however we found fire signs have been given out for vacant lots, both residential and ag land, lift stations and other scenarios in town; that is why we have extra carts. 


Chris Martell, Scoutmaster for Scout Troop 607, sent a thank you letter to the town for allowing them to cut and collect wood they will be using for craft poles and various projects.

WI Public Service sent work they are hiring clearance crews to prune or remove trees in our area, approximately the boundaries of Nekimi Ave. W, State Road 45, Lone Elm Rd., and Old Oregon Road.  We will be given wood chips from this cutting.


Mona Schultz wrote a memo to the Board as an update of her Historical committee. The fall newsletter was sent out last week and there was an article about this committee in it.


Lastly the Sheriff’s Dept. sent a press release, Project Childsafe, which encourages residents to pick up a Project Childsafe safety kit. The kit contains a cable-style gun lock, which fits handguns, rifles and shotguns. They are available Mon.-Friday, 8–4, and are limited to 2 gun lock kits per family.  




PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


As no one wished to speak, the public participation portion of the meeting was closed.

COUNTY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:  

County Supervisor Pat Brennand was not present.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:


Chairman Frassetto advised the Towns Association conference is going on in Stevens Point, with about 1,500 people attending.   The Association is $96,000 over budget and some reasons for this were given, i.e. paper and postage costs, as some municipalities are not able to receive mail electronically. At the Winnebago County Unit of the Towns Association last Thursday, I mentioned that we are going to try to be more efficient. In addition, educational and other seminars that they put on are not attended; these meetings generate a lot of their revenue. At the meeting last month it was agreed that the dues would be raised by a small amount. We have a cap of $300 now. 

As far as garbage costs, when the garbage contract was sent over Veolia put in $9.98 per household instead of the $8.98 we approved; that was corrected. In a conversation with Dave Tellock he mentioned that when they first got the contract with us, we gave them a list of households to be picked up. Based on that, that is what the contract cost was built on. Now that we have gone through the list for ordering carts, there are approximately 110 additional homes that were never accounted for over these years. Supervisor Herzing added that we never billed homeowners either, but was told by the clerk that we do not know that. Chair Frassetto said other communities have had similar situations; a lot of time was spent on what is equitable, who should pay what, who should eat what and Dave put forward a figure of about $9,400 which would be one year’s worth of that mistake. If you look at the number of years Superior, Onyx and then Veolia was doing this, that is a relatively small amount of money compared to what we would have paid. Budget time would be a good time to decide what we want to do about this. Supervisor Herzing asked if the $9,400 was to pay for the properties that Veolia has not billed us for; or will our total cost for collection be increased by $9,400. Chair Frassetto said the former; Dave is asking that he be made whole for all the years of collection at residents which essentially were not being charged. Dave was picking up and not getting paid for those 100 homes for all those years; we gave them the list. Supervisor Herzing noted we don’t know if those 100 homes existed before now, and we don’t know if they were billed by the town. Supervisor Keller felt they existed as there has not been much building over the last few years. The clerk explained in 2001 Superior was given either a list or a number of pickups; each year they are given the number of new homes to pick up from, which is then added to the initial list. She did not know how the initial number of homes was arrived at as she was not the clerk nor involved with the decision to hire a new contractor. With going through the current list, everyone who should be charged for pickup will be charged. The current special assessment program was described; this year every household will be checked, not just adding the new homes, and a report will be given. Supervisor Herzing asked if we knew about the additional $9,000 would this have affected our decision on choosing a hauler. Chair Frassetto felt a new vendor would come in with the new household number, a higher contract fee; at the end of the day the vendors would be bidding on the current number of pickups. Supervisor Keller noted the $9,000 would be in addition to the contract fee. Chair Frassetto added this is only a request from Veolia. If everyone who pays taxes, has a household, has paid, then we have the extra money.  The clerk advised that it was only this year that Veolia checked themselves on the number of pickups in our town and other communities; now our list will match their list. Supervisor Herzing felt if a household did not pay for garbage collection in the past we could not go back and collect for past years. Chair Frassetto said this issue is informational at this time. 
SUPERVISOR I REPORT:


The Zoning Change and CSM for Dahl were lumped together. The zoning change is from Ag to Residential; the issues raised at Planning & Zoning were on housing density; that is a matter that is still up in the air. It doesn’t line up with the long range plan and this needs to be considered in the future. P&Z passed the Dahl CSM and Supervisor Herzing recommended it be approved with the notation that it still has to go to the County. The County may say this violates the density standard, the 1 house/10 acres. Chair Frassetto said before the new plan was passed, there wasn’t a direct reference to the density standard; we said it needs to be in there. When the new plan came back there wasn’t exactly the same density, there was general language that said the town will move forward and create a density standard. That follows putting the new plan commission in place with additional members and other action items. Supervisor Keller asked if the same density standard was still in place before we come up with another one. Chair Frassetto’s contention was that we were still operating under those items that are currently silent. Zoning Administrator Verstegen said it seems like the new plan is directing P&Z to make those decisions. Supervisor Herzing felt the new plan is encouraging the density standard that does not leave large blocks of isolated property with a single housing unit on it. If you say 1 house/10 acres, the Long Range Planning Committee did not want that house in the middle of 40 acres. They prefer a house in a corner and the rest of the area maintain a rural character, or housing be clustered leaving green space. In this case it is not the 1 house/acre density standard we have now; the lots are rather substantial, between 6 – 8 acres.   Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Dahl Zoning Change from A-2 t R-1 and CSM for Tax Parcel 004-053001, on Lone Elm and County Road R; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.


The Nitz Zoning Change and CSM were looked at. The Zoning Change for Nitz changes the zoning from A-2 to R-1, and there is a CSM. There are 3 additional lots shown on a second map. Right now we are looking at the one property that would be rezoned residential. There was also a question about leaving Lot 2 landlocked. T.Verstegen explained that if the additional lots are created, there is a potential for land locking, but an access could be created. Bill Frueh represented the owner and explained the intention of the owner is to sell and divide one lot. Once that is approved then the owner wants to come back with a CSM that would lay out 3 more lots and tie the rest of the tree farm to the lot created. This would probably be done at the next meeting with another CSM. Right now the owner is asking for one lot to be rezoned; that is shown on the CSM. T.Verstegen asked how he could change the zoning on lots that are not yet created, this cannot be done.  P&Z changed the one lot, but for the others they would have to see an actual CSM. B.Frueh showed the access point.  He said the owner does not want to pay twice for zoning changes and described the lots; he said the town has done this before. Chair Frassetto said he did not recall this happening. T.Verstegen said the committee did not vote on the other lots being created. Supervisor Herzing said if the owner is going to come back with another CSM showing the three lots and wiping out the boundary, he still has to go through the Ag to Residential zoning change.  Supervisor Keller was shown the CSM with the one lot, which is what we are looking at now.  It was explained that the other 3 lots are hypothetical; they have not been created yet but will be in the future.  B.Freuh explained he could not present the second CSM until the first one was approved. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve Nitz Zoning Change from A-1 to R-2 and CSM for Tax Parcel 004-0511 and 004-0512 on County Road R, with the understanding that an additional CSM will be presented cutting out 3 additional lots, changing their zoning from A-1 t R-2. A clean motion was called for.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the CSM submitted by Frueh Consulting Services that establishes one lot and the Zoning Change from A-1 to R-2 for property on County Road Z; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.


Next is Mordan CSM for Parcel 004-043605. The one issue raised is that a lot size is inadequate; one lot is 9.88 acres instead of 10.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Mordan CSM for Parcel 004-043605, as did Planning & Zoning; seconded by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED. 


Next is a request for a change in the Black Wolf Zoning Ordinance, B-2 Business District, which would allow limited automobile sales. A copy of the proposed language change to the ordinance was looked at. When asked what limited meant, T.Verstegen said that would be decided for each condition, a conditional use.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to add “Limited Auto Sales” to the B-2 Business District Ordinance; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.       
         Next was a discussion on the Solid Fuel Fire Heating Devices, the Wood Stove Ordinance.  There was a recommendation to change the ordinance prohibiting the devices on residential lots, but permitting the Solid Fuel Fire Heating Devices on Ag land if property owners within 500’ give written permission for the installation. That was reviewed by P&Z and was denied, 1-6; they did not want to make a change. Chair Frassetto was at that meeting; he understands how we got to this point. Everyone was trying to be helpful to this individual, who ended up going to the Board of Appeals. The Variance Committee did their job, they said no. The fact of the matter is that it was built, ordinances were in effect and he did not do his due diligence to check, even though the year before a Solid Fuel Fire Heating Device Ordinance was not in effect. This individual spent money on the wood stove. When the ordinance was created you needed 23 acres to put one in. The issue was to have P&Z look at this and review the setbacks. T.Herzing said the intent of P&Z was to essentially prohibit the construction of these wood stoves. Chair Frassetto said to get to this point, to look at this or any ordinance, and have someone say “yes I broke the ordinance, but I have 500 neighbors who support me because I am a good person...” that to me is not the way ordinances are supposed to work. Others felt the same way and they wanted to bring it to the town board for discussion.  Supervisor Herzing said his position is that the ordinance is there, it has been violated, and we should not change it. Supervisor Keller added he has no argument with that.  Chair Frassetto said as the ordinance is written, do we want to support any changes to the 500’ setback from the nearest property line; that potentially changes things as it is almost 2 football fields. Supervisor Herzing felt if P&Z is going to make a change it should be 500’ to the nearest residence rather than 500’ to the nearest property line. Chair Frassetto asked where the 500’ came from, it is a long way but he would not want it to be the same as the tower setback. The tower only gives a shadow and this gives smoke, which travels. We were asked to give guidance, do we want to relax it given its narrowness. T.Herzing felt we should say the ordinance is there. T.Verstegen said the individual may go before the Board of Appeals again. He added our Building Inspector will not give a permit because it doesn’t change the way it burns; there is a conflict of opinion if we can put a building around it. Chair Frassetto said Planning & Zoning can review the ordinance and see about changing the 500’ from a lot line or a residence.  

As to the Comprehensive Planning, Supervisor Herzing is trying to assemble a plan for the Plan Commission, having members of Planning and Zoning and the two Long Range Planning Committees on it.  The clerk was asked to provide names from the prior committees to Supervisor Herzing.   

SUPERVISOR II REPORT:



Town Road Improvements.  An application has begun for resurfacing Greystone and hopefully we will get funding from the County. This is a bid project; the asphalt would come from the County with engineering work done by Phil Roberts of Omnni.  Supervisor Keller has asked for estimates on construction costs. The town cannot get more than 50% in funding. Chair Frassetto described with the road was first put in; it is not a private road. The town got it up to a certain level, 5 years ago or so. It wasn’t turned over like Stonefield; now we are going to be on the hook for a significant amount of money. Special assessments were discussed; we have to see whether we are going to eat up highway funds.  T.Verstegen asked if there was flood damage, but Chair Frassetto didn’t think so.



County Road I and County Road N-Road Improvement Report.  There is an article in the current newsletter about a roundabout on CR I & N.  They will be repaving the road to the north and north of Ripple curbs and gutters will be put in and CR I will be widened to 4 lanes. T.Verstegen would like to see bike lanes be put in. Chair Frassetto added Fisk is going to be done at some time.  Supervisor Keller added there would be a 2-3 month shutdown, done by 2011.  Commissioner John Haese is looking at upgrading the culvert on Fisk. J.Haese will be contacted about what work needs to be done by the town and the costs. 


Under Road Maintenance, the sign installation has been completed for the signs we have. The County is doing some sealing projects.


SANITARY DISTRICT REPORT:  



Scott Mateyka spoke of tentative dates for projects, Nov. 3, 4 & 5th, a manhole on Hwy. 45 and in David Kind’s yard. Their fall maintenance is almost completed with 3 lift stations cleaned out. The Sanitary District has been approached by Island View Sanitary District about its clean water infiltration process and setting them up the same as ours. Our system is 20 years old; theirs is 12.    
CONSTABLE’S REPORT:
 Chris Martell was not present.  
BUILDING INSPECTOR’S REPORT: 

Dave Frank had nothing to report; there were no questions about the Building Inspector’s Report.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:  Supervisor Herzing moved to approve the payment of bills for October, 2009, second by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.   

Chairman Frassetto moved to adjourn until November 9, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.  The Budget Meeting will be held that night at 6:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Chmielewski, Clerk
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